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Abstract: This research is aimed to know whether or not using vocabulary inference 
contextual clues can improve sixth grade students. This research was conducted through 
Pre Experimental study to improve students’ vocabulary. The subject of this research was 
the sixth grade students of Primary School SD Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak in academic 
year 2013 / 2014 which consists of 37 students. In conducting this research, the pre-test 
was administered before the treatment and followed by the post-test after the treatment. 
The finding of this research showed that the effect size of the treatment (ES) is 0.2 (ES 01-
0.3) and categorized as “Modest Effect’. Based on the findings found in this research, it 
can be concluded that Inference Contextual Clues is an effective strategy that can be used 
by the English teacher as an alternative to teach vocabulary comprehension in the 
classroom.  
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Abstrak: Penelitian ini ditujukan untuk mengetahui benar atau tidak menggunakan 
kontekstual inferensi petunjuk kosakata dapat meningkatkan siswa kelas enam. Penelitian 
ini dilakukan melalui studi Pre Eksperimental untuk meningkatkan kosakata siswa. Subyek 
penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas  enam SD Sekolah Dasar Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak 
pada tahun akademik 2013/2014 yang terdiri dari 37 siswa. Dalam melakukan penelitian 
ini , pre -test diberikan sebelum materi disampaikan dan Diikuti oleh post-test setelah 
materi disampaikan. Temuan penelitian ini Menunjukkan bahwa ukuran efek pengobatan ( 
ES ) adalah 0,2 ( ES 01-0,3 ) dan dikategorikan sebagai “Efek Sederhana”. Berdasarkan 
temuan yang ditemukan dalam penelitian ini, dapat disimpulkan bahwa Petunjuk Inference 
Kontekstual adalah strategi yang efektif yang dapat digunakan oleh guru bahasa Inggris 
sebagai alternatif untuk mengajarkan pemahaman kosakata di kelas.  
 
Kata kunci: Belajar kosakata, Kesimpulan, Bantuan konteks  
 
 
nglish vocabulary is one of the elements in teaching English at the elementary school. 
Good vocabulary mastery must be acquired by students in order to get other 
competencies like reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Vocabulary knowledge is not 
something that can ever be fully mastered; in a short time it is something that expands and 
deepens over the course of a life time. The teaching of vocabulary is not a simple matter it 
involves far more than looking up words in a dictionary and using the words in sentence. 
Instruction in vocabulary involves far more than looking up words in a dictionary and 
using the words in a sentence.  
Irman, M.M (2005:18) Steven Stahl claims that vocabulary is the knowledge of 
words and word meanings. Vocabulary knowledge is knowledge; the knowledge of a word 
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not only implies a definition, but also implies how that word fits into the world. 
Vocabulary is acquired incidentally through indirect exposure to words and intentionally 
through explicit instruction in specific words and word-learning strategies. In recent year, 
English as a foreign language has been learned by Indonesian learners since they were in 
Elementary School or Junior High School. The purpose of teaching English at this level is 
to let the students to have the experience of learning a foreign language in this early age.  
Vocabulary is the knowledge of words and word meanings. As Steven Stahl 
(2005:68) puts it, "Vocabulary knowledge is knowledge; the knowledge of a word not only 
implies a definition, but also implies how that word fits into the world." Vocabulary 
knowledge is not something that can ever be fully mastered; it is something that expands 
and deepens over the course of a lifetime. Instruction in vocabulary involves far more than 
looking up words in a dictionary and using the words in a sentence. According to Chelsea 
(2000:42) says,” you do not need to look the words (erratically and recidivism) up because 
if you do a little detective work, you can figure out what these words mean without the 
help of dictionary. This is called determining meaning from context.” Readers should be 
able to find out the meaning of the words in order to build up the comprehension of 
vocabulary as well they understand the meaning. Finding the meaning of words will help 
the readers to enrich vocabularies and also to synthesize the information to get the meaning 
of the text. Thus, inference level thinking needs to be applied in this aspect. Vocabulary is 
acquired incidentally through indirect exposure to words and intentionally through explicit 
instruction in specific words and word-learning strategies. 
One of the reasons is that teaching foreign language in early age is better and show 
good result. The author purpose is to make the students familiar to use the English activity 
including the vocabulary. Therefore we as teacher need to teach vocabulary for an active 
use. Here are some excerpts that contextual clues are one method that can help students in 
the learning process. Inference involves more than a literal understanding. The answer for 
inference question is based on material that is in the text but not explicitly stated. Inference 
words / General Context Clues.  Sometimes a word or phrase is not immediately clarified 
within the same sentence. Relationships, which are not directly apparent, are inferred or 
implied. The reader must look for clues within, before, and after the sentence in which the 
word is used. Inference context clues will drive the students to analyze words and text, 
draw conclusions, use context and word structure clues, and recognizes organizational 
patterns.  
In addition to increasing students’ vocabulary, this approach has several advantages. 
1). It helps readers not only learn words but also know how to use them in context. 2). 
Training students to infer meaning from context gives them a powerful aid to 
comprehension and will speed up their reading. 3). Approach allows the learners to make 
intelligent, meaningful guesses. This will make the learning task much more active and 
challenging than direct explanation of words. It has a problem-solving characteristic that 
appeals to most people and challenges them to make use of their intelligence to an extent 
that is not always common in language classes. 4). It helps readers develop a holistic 
approach toward reading. Because the context of a new word may be drawn from a group 
of sentences, a paragraph, or even the entire text, they learn to direct their attention to 
language units larger than the sentence while they are looking for context clues.  
The procedures for the application of this technique are as follow:   
 
 
3 
 
1). Teacher prepares the material such as choosing the topic and making lesson plan. In this 
step, the teachers select material in personal experience topic. 2). Teacher shows group of 
familiar pictures. 3). Teacher reminds the students that the other words in the sentence, or 
Inference context clues, will give them an idea of what the words mean. 4). Teacher 
explains to students that inference context clues are pieces of information in the words or 
sentences or illustrations that help supply the meaning of the word. Tell students that what 
they just did, using the pictures or other words, helped them figure out the words computer, 
car, and dog even though they didn’t know. 5). After students understand about inference 
context clues students get a piece of paper which contents a text related to material in 
personal experience. 6). Teacher organizes students work with a partner or small group. 
Instruct them to read the paragraph together. 7). During the students write a describe of a 
season by using inference contextual clues, the teacher wills check on students’ progress 
together, and giving helps for those who need helps. 8). After all of the pair finished the 
tasks, the teacher conduct a class discussion with each group presenting and pronouncing 
their word list for each category.  
 
METHOD 
In this research, the researcher uses pre-experimental design. This design is chosen 
because the researcher wants to know the effect of idea-details technique for whole 
students in the class before and after treatment given.  
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1 
Pre Test and Post Test Design 
 
Pre Experimental:  O1 × O2 
(Cohen, 2000:213) 
The population in this research is the first semester of six grade students in SD 
Muhammadiyah2 Pontianak in academic year 2013/2014 where are has the total are 179 
students with the sample of this research is 37 students. The implementation of researcher 
there are the pre-test given to the class VI C students of SD Muhammadiyah 2. In the pre-
test the students were asked to answer 20 questions and the result of the pre-test was 
analyzed. After that, the researcher gives the treatment. In the treatment, the researcher 
gives two materials in the learning process. There are about weather, season, and sport. In 
teaching and learning process, the students involved activity, where as the teacher, she was 
facilitating and monitoring the process. The last step is Post-test. After having the 
treatments, the students of VI C in SD Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak had the post-test. It 
means to see the achievement or the result of teaching vocabulary by using inference 
contextual clues after the treatments was given.  
The choice of the research’s subjects was based on the following considerations: 1). 
The students had not learned vocabulary using contextual clues, so it would be a challenge 
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for the students. 2). The students mostly find difficulties in learning vocabulary 
contextually process; it was hard for them to organize idea the meaning of vocabulary. 3). 
The students needed a new way in learning English in general and writing in particular. 
 
Technique of Data Collection 
In this research, the writer applies measurement technique in collecting the data. 
Measurement technique is a technique to collect the data of research which purposes in 
collecting quantitative data; in the form of score or achievement. It is intended to measure 
the students’ achievement or score before and after the treatment.  
Based on the measurement technique, the tools for gathering the data in this research is 
in the form of written test especially fill in the blanks. The form of fill to words is the 
students will fill between the words and list of table by filling the appropriate answer based 
on the paper that had given. Twenty words items and two categories are considered being 
adequate enough for this measurement. And from scoring point of view, each item is 
scored 1. Therefore, the highest score is 20 and the lowest score is 0.  
In making test items, first the writer takes topics are related from book. And then the 
writer makes matching from the topics that have already taken. The test that have 
constructed will be administered to students as sample of this research. 
The writer tries out the twenty test items before it is administered to collect the 
data on vocabulary achievement. The twenty test items carried out in the five classes. 
The writer should construct the table of specification. So the subject matter tested and 
the level of achievement can be seen clearly. 
 
Technique of Data Analysis 
The students’ mean score of pre-test. 
 
 
 
The students’ mean score of post-test. 
Where:  
 
Analysis on the students’ interval score of pre-test and post-test. 
After calculating the students’ mean score of pre-test and post-test, the writer 
calculated the students’ interval score of posttest and pre-test by subtraction formula: 
 
 
 
Analysis on the students’ significant difference of pre-test and post-test. 
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The implementation of research 
Pre-test was given the teaching was held. The purpose is to know the students pre 
condition to the in vocabulary by using inference contextual clues. The pre-test given to 
the class VI C students of SD Muhammadiyah 2. The pre-test was held on Juli 14th 2014 
and attended by 37 students. In the pre-test the students were asked to answer 20 
questions about weather, season, and sport. The time was 20 minutes, and the result of 
the pre-test was analyzed. 
The treatments were held on Juli14th,and Augustus 25th 2014. The treatments were the 
teaching vocabulary by using inference contextual clues. In the treatment, the researcher 
give two material in they learning process. There are about weather, season, and sport. 
In teaching and learning process, the students involved activity, where as the teacher, 
she was facilitating and monitoring the process. The teacher, firstly make brainstorming 
and explained about vocabulary by using inference contextual clues in a good way. 
After that, based on teaching vocabulary by using inference contextual clues have been 
done, the students are encouraged to understand the meaning of vocabulary based on the 
answer. After having the treatments, the students of VI C in SD Muhammadiyah 2 
Pontianak had the post-test. It means to see the achievement or the result of teaching 
vocabulary by using inference contextual clues after the treatments was given. The post 
test was held on Augustus 25th, 2014. In post-test the students back to answer the 
question in pre-test about weather, season, and sport. 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
The analysis of students score in pre-test and post-test 
 
Table 2 
The Analysis of Students Score in Pre-test and Post test 
 
   Total           Mean 
 
Pre - test (X1) ∑X1 = 2155            = 58.24 
 
Post – Test (X2) ∑X2 = 2915              = 58.24 
 
Interval D (X2-X1)  ∑ d = 760                  = 78.78 
 
Interval d2  ∑ d² = 20700              = 20.54 
 
1X
2X
D
1X
 
 
6 
 
 
The students mean score of pre-test and post-test 
The pretest was given before the treatment or the process of teaching. The result of pre-
test showed the total score of the students was 2155 and the mean score of the students 
score was 58.243 and it is qualified was poor. 
The post-test was held after the teaching or treatments. The purpose of this test is to 
know the students achievement in vocabulary skills by using inference contextual clues 
techniques. The total score in this test was 2915 and the mean score was 78.78. It is 
qualified was average to good. 
The student’s different score is taken based on the students mean score of post-test 
minus by the students mean score of the pre-test. In this research, the result showed that 
the student’s different score of pre-test and post-test is 20.54 
XD = X2 – X1 
             = 78.78 -58.24 
             = 20.54 
 
Table 3 
The Student’s Qualification Score of Pre-test and Post-test 
 
Test   Mean    Qualification 
 
  Pre-test   58.24   Poor 
  Post-test   78.78   Averange to good 
  Total    20.54    
 
 
The significance of the interval score of pre-test and post-test  
The significance of the different score of pre-test and post-test was calculated by using 
t-test formula as follow: 
∑X2 = ∑d2 −
(∑d)2
N
 
         = 20700 – 
(760)2
37
 
         = 20700 – 15610.81 
         = 5089.19 
 
 t = 
MD
√
∑X2d
N− (N−1)
 
t = 
20.54
√
5089.19
37 (37−1)
 
t = 
20.54
√
5089.19
1332
 
t = 
20.54
√3.82
 
t = 
20.54
1.95
 
t = 10.51 
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From the result of computation above, it was obtained that value of t-test observed is 
bigger than t-table. Thus, it means t hat the mean score of pre-test and post-test of the 
experiment group being observed have a significant difference. 
The calculation of t-test indicates 10.51. First, the degree of freedom or df = N-1 (the 
number of students who take the test-1) is determined. There are 37 students who take 
the test in this research df = 36 (10.51>2,021). 
The analysis of the effect of the treatment  
After counting the significant score of the pre-test and post-test, the writer describes the 
finding of the effect of the treatment in order to see how significant the effect of the 
treatment is the effect of the teaching vocabulary by using inference contextual clues. 
The computation of effect of the treatment can been as follows: 
 
 
 ES  = t √
1
N
 
  = 10.51√
1
37
 
  = 10.51√0.03 
  = 10.51(0.03) 
  = 0.31 
 Based on the result, the significant score of the effect size is categorized as “Effevtive” 
with 0.2 < ES ≤ 0.8 (0.2 < 0.31 ≤ 0.8). It means that teaching vocabulary by using 
inference contextual clues give a moderate significant effect to increase the student’s 
achievement in vocabulary. 
 
Hypothesis Testing 
From the result of the computation of t-test the t-value was higher than t-table (10.51 > 
2.021). The t-table about 2.021 with degree of freedom (df) : N-1 (37-1=36) at the level 
0.05 
 Based on the result that has been explained, the teaching vocabulary by using inference 
contextual clues has the significant results for students achievement in teaching 
vocabulary. Therefore, the major hypothesis which stated that “teaching vocabulary by 
using inference contextual clues is effective for students’ achievement” is accepted. 
 
When applying this research, there were five meetings being conducted which could be 
described as follows. 
The first meeting of this research was held on Augustus, 14th 2014. In this meeting the 
writer greeted and introduced herself and explained the aim of those meeting which were 
planned in this research.  The researcher gives the material about Seasons and Sport. 
Firstly the researcher gives the treatment when the student not yet learns about that. The 
researcher guiding the students with a new word using the steps that explains by 
researcher. Actually, the students still got confused to use this technique because their lack 
of vocabulary as basic skills that should be mastered by the students before they 
understand to know the meaning. But it did not make the writer less confident to support 
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her students to be better in their vocab. Because they could see directly how to understand 
the meaning with fun and enjoyed.  
After that, pre-test was given before the teaching was held to know the students 
precondition in vocabulary. The pre-test was given to the class primary VI C students of 
SD Muhammadiyah 2 by 37 students. The students were given 40 minutes to do the test 
items by answering the question that given. 
After administering pre-test, from the second to the fourt meeting were conducted as 
the treatments that was on Augustus 14th 2014. Before explaining the materials, the teacher 
showed the picture related with the topic and asked questions based on the materials, the 
teacher showed the picture related with the topic and asked the question based on the 
materials to motivate the students in teaching and learning process. After that the teacher 
introduced one of the appropriate techniques that helped to find the meaning of vocab 
especially in inference context clue technique. Then, the teacher explained the lesson about 
inference contextual clues technique, the advantages and the strategies to apply 
demonsration technique hierarchically. In this treatment, the teacher explained about 
weather and season material. The teacher explained one by one for to know the meaning of 
vocabulary.  
At last meeting, the writer administred the post-test to the students after having the 
treatments. It means to see the students’ achievement or the result of teaching vocabulary 
by using inference contextual clues. This test about 60 minutes and it was Augustus 25th 
2014. When the post-test was conducted the students asked to do same test like in pre-test 
before. Based on the compulation result, the mean score of the post-test is 78,78. It showed 
that the scores of students’ performance in post-test were improved that in pre-test. It found 
out that interval mean score of pre-test and post-test is 20.54. In conclusion, it proved that 
the treatment (Inference Contextual Clues technique) gives high effect to the students’ 
achievement in teaching vocabulary.  
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Based on the result of the research on sixth grade students at SD Muhammadiyah2 
Pontianak, the researcher makes some conclusions as follow: (1). Teaching vocabulary by 
using inference contextual clues can increase student’s achievement. It is shown by the 
students score in post-test which is better than pre-test. (2). Using inference context clues is 
one of effective ways to teach vocabulary to the students. 
Suggestions 
Based on the conclusion above, the writer would like to give some suggestion as follow: 
(1). Especially the English teachersof SD Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak should use 
inference context clues in developing students vocabulary because it has been proven that 
this is an effective approach to be applied in teaching vocabulary. (2). The teachers lead the 
students formulate the inference contextual clues. When students have wrong 
understanding about the inference contextual clues. Moreover, the teacher must supervises 
the students when they practice with this technique because it will assure that they use it in 
vocabulary. The teachers may make the students more interested in learning English 
especially vocabulary subject. So they do not get bored, and they can be more active, 
enjoyable and easy to understand in the teaching and learning process. (3). For the 
students, especially the sixth grades students of SD Muhammadiyah 2 Pontianak, they can 
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use the inference contextual clues in developing their vocabulary especially the unfamiliar 
words 
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